
says Burns, adding that this will accelerate a
20-year trend for students increasingly to study
where they live. “People should be able to study
where it is best for them. If anyone is put off a
particular course on the basis of cost, then
something’s gone wrong,” he argues.

Could the vastly different prices even stir re-
sentment between British students on campus?
Burns is not convinced it will. “It’s not the
Scottish students who have done this, it is
about what the respective governments have
done.” The English pay more in Scotland at the
moment, with seemingly little resentment, but
the gap is set to grow to a whole new level.

Scotland
The overall impact of the fee changes will be
to pen UK students into their own home coun-
tries. But the flows between Scotland and the
rest of the UK could be hit particularly badly.

For Scottish students, the choice between
paying nothing to study north of the border
and paying up to £9,000 a year if they venture
elsewhere means that the stream leaving
Scotland could all but dry up. English
institutions will remain relatively unaffected –

only a few music colleges in England rely on
Scottish students for more than 5 per cent of
their intake. Even at the northern English
universities of Cumbria and Newcastle, no
more than 5 per cent of students are Scottish.

The omens for Scottish universities’ cross-
border intake are much worse, however. Many
institutions rely heavily on non-Scottish stu-
dents (see table, centre, below), and English
students are deserting them even before fees
are raised. The number of applications from
English students to study north of the border
in 2011-12 fell by 14.9 per cent compared
with the previous year, to 26,784, according to
the Universities and Colleges Admissions
Service. The University of Edinburgh alone has
reported a hefty drop of 35.6 per cent in the
number of applicants from the rest of the UK.

A spokeswoman for Universities Scotland
attributes the slump in interest from English
students to a combination of factors: a reluc-
tance to leave home during an economic down-
turn; uncertainty over how much Scottish
institutions will charge; and a rush to apply to
English institutions in the final year of £3,375
fees. “The priority for English students will be
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with the government topping up the rest.
So far, so similar to Scotland. But the

Cardiff administration will also subsidise
Welsh students so that they will pay only
£3,465 a year if they study elsewhere in the
UK. This is in contrast to Scottish students,
who will have to pay up to £9,000 if they
attend an institution south of the border.

As in Wales and Scotland, fees will not rise
in Northern Ireland for local students, accord-
ing to the first and deputy first ministers. But
there is still no decision on whether the
devolved administration’s two universities will
be able to charge more for students from the
rest of the UK.

Northern Irish students who want to study
at institutions in England, Scotland or Wales
face fees of up to £9,000. This week, the North-
ern Irish government said such students would
be “expected to pay the fee that is set by the
relevant university”. However, the Northern Ire-
land branch of the National Union of Students-
Union of Students in Ireland is lobbying for
Stormont to subsidise students from the prov-
ince who choose to study elsewhere in the UK.

Adding to the sense of confusion and, for

some, injustice and unfair treatment is the
European Union rule that means that each
country in the UK must charge students from
an EU member state the same as local ones. An
English student from Newcastle travelling 100
miles to study in Edinburgh could be charged
£9,000 a year, whereas a Romanian student
who has flown 14 times that distance will be
charged the same as a Scot – that is, nothing.

This week, it emerged that the human rights
lawyer Phil Shiner plans a legal challenge. He
claims that Scotland’s policy of charging
students from other parts of the UK to study
north of the border breaches the European
Convention on Human Rights.

For students, the immediate problem is the
lack of clarity. “It will become increasingly
confusing for people trying to work out what
applies when and where,” says Liam Burns,
president of the National Union of Students.
English students mulling over Scottish univer-
sities this summer will not learn exactly what
each university will charge until late September.

Over the longer term, expect to hear fewer
regional accents on campus. “The incentive will
be there to stay in your country of domicile,”

For students, the immediate problem
is the lack of clarity. It will be
confusing for people trying to work
out what applies when and where

The omens for Scottish universities’
cross-border intake are not good.
The priority for English students will
be costs

THE COST OF TRAVEL COULD BE SUBSTANTIAL

Country of study

England Scotland Wales Northern
2011-12 Ireland†
England £3,375 £1,820* £3,375 £3,375
Scotland £3,375 £0 £3,375 £3,375
Wales £3,375 £1,820* £3,375 £3,375
Northern
Ireland £3,375 £1,820* £3,375 £3,375

2012-13
England Up to £9,000 Up to £9,000 Up to £9,000 †
Scotland Up to £9,000 £0 Up to £9,000 †
Wales £3,465 £3,465 £3,465 £3,465
Northern
Ireland Up to £9,000‡ Up to £9,000‡ Up to £9,000‡ £3,375

* Medical courses £2,895 † Northern Ireland has yet to decide fees for students from the
rest of the UK. ‡ The NUS-USI hopes Stormont will decide to subsidise students from
Northern Ireland who choose to study elsewhere in the UK. Source: Devolved governments

Student
domicile

Tuition fees around the UK (for full-time first-degree study)

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PATRONAGE
Scottish institutions with the largest intake from the rest of the UK, 2009-10

England Northern Wales Total
(%) Ireland (%) (%) (%)

University of St Andrews 47 4 2 53
University of Edinburgh* 38 3 1 43
Edinburgh College of Art 32 3 1 36
Glasgow School of Art 32 3 1 36
University of Aberdeen 21 4 0 25
Royal Scottish Academy
of Music and Drama 21 1 2 25
Queen Margaret University,
Edinburgh 11 10 0 22
Heriot-Watt University 13 7 0 21
University of Glasgow 11 5 0 17
University of Dundee 9 6 0 15

*Plus 1% from Guernsey, Jersey and the Isle of Man.
Percentages are rounded to nearest whole number.
Figures are for full- and part-time first degree students. Source: Higher Education Statistics Agency

The percentage of students by domicile against the country
where they are studying

WHO STUDIES WHERE

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

England Scotland Wales N. Ireland

English 96.3% Scottish 0.6% Welsh 1.8% N Irish 0.9%

English 13.6% Scottish 82.3% Welsh 0.4% N Irish 3.6%

English 41.4% Scottish 0.2% Welsh 57.4% N Irish 0.5%

English 1.4% Scottish 0.1% Welsh 0.1% N Irish 98.2%
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